
 

 

 In accordance with the UK DEFRA recommended procedure –  
 

 After Spraying  

 Ensure sprayer and spray tank are empty. 

 Remember to wear face shield, coveralls and gloves especially when 

cleaning the exterior. 

 Clean the sprayer at the end of spraying every day; if you are using the 

same product on consecutive days it may not be necessary to do a full 

clean. 

 Use clean water to clean the sprayer thoroughly and follow the 

procedure below. 

 Make sure the sprayer is drained when you have finished. 

 Do not forget to clean the outside of the sprayer with clean water and a 

brush; wet fresh deposits are easier to remove and is two minutes well 

spent at the end of the day. 

 Store sprayer under cover especially if it has not been possible to clean 

the exterior. 

 In frosty weather and before long term storage it is a good idea to 

conduct the last rinse with some anti-freeze in the rinse water. 
 

Standard Procedure 

Sprayer manuals and product labels should be carefully checked for special 

cleaning procedures. These may be necessary for specific machines or 

chemicals and should be closely followed. Otherwise the following procedure 

is recommended: 

1. Surplus spray solution should be diluted with at least 10 parts clean water 

and sprayed onto a part of the field which has been treated at less than the 

maximum recommended label rate. 

2. Thoroughly hose all the inside of the spray tank with clean water, including 

the tank top and lid. If tank rinse nozzles are fitted then follow the 

manufacturer’s instructions. Re-circulate the rinse water within the 

sprayer (i.e. pump, agitation system, control unit, pipes and the induction 

hopper) for a full 2 minutes. 

3. Spray the rinse water out of the sprayer. If washing in the field, spray onto 

an area as described in Disposal of Washings (below) 

4. Remove suction, main and in-line filter elements. Wash thoroughly in clean 

water with a soft brush. Re-assemble filter housing without filter element. 
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 Tank Cleaning Procedure 

 If tank rinse nozzles are fitted: Add clean water to the spray tank until it is 

approximately a quarter (25%) full then mix in GAC Extra Clean at the correct 

dilution rate for the volume of liquid in the spray tank. No further water needs 

to be added. Use the tank rinsing nozzles and recirculate for 2 minutes and spray 

out as described in Disposal of Washings (below). 

If tank rinse nozzles are not fitted: Add clean water to the spray tank until it is 

approximately a quarter (25%) full then mix in GAC Extra Clean at the correct 

dilution rate for the full volume of liquid in the spray tank. Fill the sprayer tank 

to the brim and then re-circulate for 2 minutes and spray out as described in 

Disposal of Washings (below). 

1. Remove the boom end caps and repeat the Tank Cleaning Procedure but 

without the cleaning agent. 

2. Wash the outside of the sprayer with clean water. A low volume washing 

brush is more effective and uses less water than a high pressure spray gun. 

3. Remove nozzle and nozzle filters, and scrub clean with a soft brush. Refit 

these and the other filter elements. 

4. Completely drain tank, spray booms and all water pipes. 

 

IMPORTANT - HOT SPOTS FOR CLEANING 

Key areas where spray solution can remain after the initial clean are: the sump, 

the pump, all pipe work, filters and the induction bowl. The areas most likely to 

have spray deposits on the outside of the sprayer are the booms, the back of the 

tank and the rear wheels. 

Disposal of Washings 

Provided the treated crop has not received the maximum dose of the pesticide, 

it is possible to put the washings back onto the crop. It is important to ensure 

that the statutory maximum dose on the label is not exceeded. 

To make sure you have a suitable area either leave a weed/pest free area 

untreated or under dose a selected area.  

Alternatively spray out onto another approved crop but remember not to spray 

out onto a sensitive crop or land intended for cropping with a sensitive crop. 

Otherwise washings may only be disposed of onto an area, such as land not 

intended for crop production, a biobed, or other areas that have approval from 

the local environment agency. Or dispose of washings to an approved waste site 

according to local environmental regulations. 
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